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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Economic forecast shows modest economic growth
The West Michigan economy has consolidated
over a significant downturn and is poised to
grow at a faster pace in 2003. The U.S. economy will experience a modest growth in 2003,
and the West Michigan economy will follow
this trend .
That was the picture painted by the annual
Grand Rapids Economic Forecast for 2003 ,
released January 22 by Grand Valley's
Seidman School of Business. The forecast was
compiled by Hari Singh , professor of economics, and Nancy Boese, regional director of the
Small Business Development Center.
It predicted that, barring any unforeseen negative shocks and given the momentum of interest rate reductions , a modest growth in real
output of 3 percent in the first half of 2003,
strengthening to 4 percent for the second half
of 2003, is a reasqnable expectation for the
nation. West Michigan will follow this trend.

The forecast projected average sales
growth of 1.8 percent and employment
growth of O.9 percent for West
Michigan, with considerable variations
across organizations and sectors.
The forecast was compiled from
surveys mailed to the CEOs of 601
organizations based on a sample
representing different sectors of the
regional economy and the geographical diversity of the region . A total of
100 organizations responded.
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Hari Singh, professor of economics,
addresses regional and national concerns during a Grand Rapids
Economic Forecast presentation in
the Loosemore Auditorium on
January 22.

···-------------------------Across Campus
Grand Valley tests new
telephone technology
Grand Valley is testing the latest telephone
technology, VoIP (Voice over Internet
Protocol) . VoIP was originally tested at
GVSU in 1998 between Grand Valley and
Western Michigan University.
The Telecommunications and Information
Technology Vice Provost offices are currently
testing the system. If you experience trouble
when calling either of these departments, please
report it to campus operators by dialing O from
on-campus or 331-5000 from off-campus.
Internet Protocol (IP) is a connectionless,
best-effort packet switching protocol used on
a network. It provides packet routing , fragmentation and re-assembly through the data
link layer.
VoIP offers more flexibility than traditional
PBX telephone systems. Voice data in IP form
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is easier to store, reroute, and manipulate. The
call manager application offers users PCbased managing tools using pop-up screens
with point-and-click interface to commonly
used features eliminating the need for desk
phones. VoIP also allows instant access to
on-line directories and simplifies interfacing
remote campuses.

Nominees for Jordan
Award sought
The Women and Gender Studies executive
committee is seeking nominations for the
annual Barbara Jordan Award, which will be
presented at the conclusion of the WGS
Festival on March 19 .
Any member of the Grand Valley community
may be nominated for this award. The WGS
committee will make a decision based, in part,
on the following qualifications:

contributions in the areas of women's learning, scholarship, and leadership.
• The nominee has created a climate in which
such long-lasting changes can develop and
grow.
The deadline for nominations is February 14.
Submissions should be kept confidential and
include a brief statement about the nominee
and a curriculum vita. Send submissions to
Cindy Zehner, 1138 Au Sable Hall.

Dial seven digits when
using GVSU phone cards
Note a dialing change when using Grand
Valley phone cards from off-campus: To reach
campus offices and student residents, dial the
seven-digit phone number (331-XXXX) rather
than the five-digit extension after entering
your pin code.
Call Jan Felker at x 12148 with questions.

• The nominee has made lasting and profound

Across Campus continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

to remove barriers that impede women 's learning, professional growth,
creativity, employment, and society; and someone who seeks to create
opportunities for interactions among all women on campus.

A/P award nominations due in March
Nominations are being sought for two Administrative/Professional staff
awards, which will be presented at the annual A/P Luncheon on April 28.
The A/P Achievement Award goes to an A/P staff member who has made
a significant contribution to the university. Qualifications include contributions to the university, personal/professional growth that improves
individual and department performance, and cooperation with other campus units .
The A/P Service Award will recognize individuals for outstanding service
from each of the eight designated A/P groups.

Swanson was the first woman to chair Grand Valley's Board of Control.
Last year's winner was Marlene Kowalski-Braun , director of the
Women's Center.

Grants available to support
international activities
Clerical/Office/Technical and Administrative/Professional staff members
can apply for grants to support international activities from the Padnos
International Center.
These grants are intended to help staff members enhance and develop
their skills in international affairs. Interested applicants are required to
complete a proposal, which includes:

Nomination forms are available on the A/P Web site,
www4.gvsu.edu/apcommittee. Hard copy nomination forms can also be
sent to Human Resources, attention Bonnie Maka, 140 Lake Michigan
Hall, by March 14.

• Type and budget of international activity to be undertaken;
• Potential impact of the project on development of skills in international
affairs;
• Potential impact on applicant's job;
• Potential impact on Grand Valley's internationalization efforts .

Women's Commission seeks nominees
for leadership award
The Women's Commission is seeking nominees for the Maxine Swanson
Award, which is given to an individual who has provided leadership in
support of women's rights at GVSU.

Grant application forms are available in the Padnos International Center,
104 Student Services Building. Deadline for returning applications is
March 14.

Deadline for nominations is February 17. Send a brief written statement
to support the nominee to Betty Gilmore, at 204 STU, or via e-mail to
gilmoreb@gvsu.edu.

Student award nominations sought
The Dean of Students Office is seeking nominations for the Kenneth R.
Venderbush Student Leadership Award. Nominees are due in the Dean of
Students Office (202 STU) no later than 5 p.m . on Thursday, February 6.

Nomination forms are also available on the Women's Commission Web
site, www.gvsu.edu/w_commission/women_center.cfm.
Award criteria include someone who has contributed to an environment
that supports the rights of all women at GVSU; someone who is committed to working in partnership with the university on policy development

The award will be presented to a senior at the Awards Banquet on April 7 .

•••
FORUM
Volume 27, Number 26
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every

GVFaces
Dan Andersen, retired physics
professor

Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.

In 1964 Dan Andersen was a faculty member at
what was then Grand Rapids Junior College. He
was curious, however, about what was going on at
the new college 12 miles west of Grand Rapids .

Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online
publication, on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Andersen drove to Allendale to pose that question to
Grand Valley officials and ask them "if there was
someplace here where I might fit in ."
The answer was - and still is - a resounding
"yes ."
"They told me about their plans for growth and it
just appealed to me," Andersen said. "I liked the
idea of being on the faculty of a four-year school,
with all its potential growth."
Andersen joined the Grand Valley faculty in 1964 as
a physics professor. He became part of the experimental Thomas Jefferson College in 1969 and
taught math , physics, and astronomy courses until
TJC was terminated in 1980. He continued teaching
and in the late '80s, Andersen developed a general
education course about Einstein.
Although Andersen retired in 1993, he has taught as
an adjunct faculty member several times. At

December's
holiday party
for the Science
and
Mathematics
Division,
Andersen was
asked if he
would like to
teach a revised
version of the
Einstein course
he conceived
(The World
After Einstein).

Dan Andersen

"The course has gone back to how I originally
developed it: a small class, 300-level," he said.
Dan and his wife, Doris, enjoy participating in the
Grand Forum, cross country skiing, and gardening.

GV Faces
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu, with the
name of a faculty or staff member for this
feature.
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What's Ahead
Dance ensemble will ·step• off
Black History Month

The Vagina Monologues· returns
with an all-new cast

Grand Valley will celebrate Black History Month with a myriad of events
that kicks off on Thursday, February 6, with an international touring
dance ensemble.

Provocative, hilarious, disturbing ... and overwhelmingly successful.
Following last year's sold-out run, Grand Valley is bringing back the
award-winning play, The Vagina Monologues , with an all-new cast and
directors - and even a few men on the stage.

Step Afrika! USA is a percussive dance ensemble based in Washington ,
D.C., that highlights the African-American fraternity and sorority art
form of stepping and its links to dance traditions around the world.
Step Afrika! will bring its high-energy show to the Cook-DeWitt Center at
6 p.m. on Thursday. Admission is free and the event is open to the public.
Founded in 1996, Step Afrika! has received rave reviews throughout the
United States, Europe, and South Africa. A reviewer in the Washington
Post said, "The performers , equally adept at complex stepping, dancing
and, most vital, acting, drove the crowd to whoops and hollers."
The show precedes Soul Fest, which will be held in the Grand River
Room of the Kirkhof Center. Sponsored by the Black Student Union ,
Soul Fest honors the history of African people by highlighting African
food adapted using resources that were available during the slavery era.
Campus events throughout February are sponsored by multiple departments and organizations including Multicultural Affairs, Student Life,
Housing , Women 's Center, and the Black Student Union. For information
about Black History Month events, call Multicultural Affairs at x 12177.
Other events this month include the following:

February 13: BET Comic View Comedians, 7 p.m., Grand River Room,
Kirkhof Center.
February 14: Dating Game, 7 p.m., Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center.
February 15: Apollo Night, 7 p.m ., Cook-DeWitt Center.
February 19: "What Ever Happened to ldlewild?" 12 noon , Grand River
Room , Kirkhof Center. Coy Davis, Jr. , publisher of Breakthrough
Magazine, will present a one-hour documentary on the Lake County
community, which was a summer resort for African-Americans in the
1940s-'60s.
February 25: Author Lawrence C . Ross, Jr., will lecture on his book,
The Divine Nine: The History of African-American Fraternities and
Sororities at 7 p.m ., Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center. Published in
2000, the Divine Nine remains the No. 1 bestseller among AfricanAmerican college students. It was the first book to chronicle the history
of nine fraternities and sororities. During lectures, Ross , a member of
Alpha Phi Alpha, also discusses issues like pledging, hazing, and the
responsibilities of fraternity and sorority members .

1

The Vagina Monologues will be presented first in the Louis Armstrong
Theatre; then two performances will be featured in Grand Rapids at the
Wealthy Theatre, 1130 Wealthy SE.
Showtimes are February 12, 8 p.m., LAT; February 15 , 8 p.m., Wealthy
Theatre; February 16, 2 p.m., Wealthy Theatre. Tickets are $20 for adults;
$8 for students. For
tickets or more
information, call
the box office at
xl2300.
Playwright Eve
Ensler wrote The
Vagina Monologues
based on interviews
with hundreds of
women about their
experiences.
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Cast members from The Vagina Monologues will
present three shows at Wealthy Theatre and the
Performing Arts Center.

Last year, Grand
Valley's two scheduled performances were sold out well in advance of the shows, prompting
the university to add a third show, which also sold out.

This year, Grand Valley once again joins hundreds of colleges and universities that are producing The Vagina Monologues near Valentine's Day as
part of a worldwide V-Day College Campaign to end violence against
women and girls. Proceeds from the local shows will benefit the YWCA
Domestic Violence Center, the Center for Women in Transition, GVSU's
Women's Center, and the V-Day Indian Country Women Project.
Grand Valley's student-run production involves more than 50 GVSU students , faculty and staff, and members of the Grand Rapids-area and
Lakeshore theater communities. New to the script this year is the addition
of two monologues - one by women, one by men. Both scenes were
written by GVSU students and focus on the theme , "A World Without
Violence ." In the past, men have participated as directors and crew members, but this is the first year they are invited to the stage.
The production is sponsored by the FORGE (Focus On Rethinking
Gender Education) student group , the GVSU Women's Center, School of
Communications , and the Nokomis Foundation .

--------------------------•••-------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

Sketches

Bari Singh, professor of economics , was interviewed on Michigan Radio, WOOD AM,
WOOD-TV Channel 8, and WZZM-TV
Channel 13 about the Grand Rapids Economic
Forecast. That report was also mentioned by
several other media outlets.

Faite R-P. Mack, professor of education,
presented a paper, titled "African-American
Honor Students' Perceptions of Teacher
Education as a Career Choice," at the 55th
annual meeting of the American Association of
Colleges for Teacher Education in New
Orleans .

Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum @gvsu.edu.

Rob Franciosi, associate professor of English ,
was the author of a book, titled Elie Wiesel:
Conversations , which was published by the
University Press of Mississippi as part of its
Literary Conversations Series .

George Grant, Jr., assistant professor of social
work, received the 2003 Community
Empowerment Leadership Award during the
Martin Luther King , Jr. Holiday Celebration
awards program.
Catherine Frerichs, director of the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Leaming Center, coauthored an article, titled "Planning and
Implementing a Teaching Workshop for
Librarians ," which was published in College
and Undergraduate Libraries.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Michigan Center, Muskegon . To RSVP call
xl7224.
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Soprano Glenda
Kirkland and pianist Julianne Vanden
Wyngaard. CDC. Call x 13484 for information.

Through Feb. 7
Gal lery Hours: Art Department exhibit. "The
Dutch Collection of Contemporary Prints: A
Gift of the Brooks Family." Art Gallery, PAC.
Call x12564 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 6
4-5 :30 p.m .: Counseling and Career
Development Seminar. Eating Disorders
Support Group . (First of eight sessions.)
204 STU . Call x13266 for more information .

Mon., Feb. 3
12 noon-1 p.m.: Counseling and Career
Development Center Seminar. Self Esteem
Group. (First of five sessions.) 204 STU. Call
x13266 for more information .
7 p.m.: School of Education and FTLC Lecture ,
"An Undivided Life: Rejoining Soul & Role
in Our Work in the World ," by Parker Palmer.
2025 E. Fulton St. in Grand Rapids . To register, e-mail info@WITNESSchange.org.

4:30-6 p.m.: Counseling and Career
Development Seminar. Understanding
Ourselves in Relationships . (First of IO
sessions.) 204 STU. Call x13266 for more
information .
6 p.m.: Black History Month performance by
Step Afrika! CDC. Call xl2177 for more

information. Soul Fest follows in Grand River
Room , KC.

Fri., Feb. 7
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre. "The Bartered
Bride ." LAT, PAC. For ticket information call
xl2300.

Sat., Feb. 8
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre . "The Bartered
Bride." LAT, PAC . For ticket information call
x12300.

Sun., Feb. 9
3 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre. "The Bartered
Bride." LAT, PAC. For ticket information call
xl2300 .

Sports
Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800
Game times subject to change.

Tues., Feb. 4
Thurs., Feb. 6
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m .: School of Education and
FTLC Workshop by Parker Palmer. 2025 E.
Fulton St. in Grand Rapids. To register, email
info @WITNESSchange.org .

6 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Northwood
University at Grand Valley.
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball. Northwood University
at Grand Valley.

12 noon-1 p.m.: Campus Wellness Series.
Building a Better Body Part 3. 215/216 KC .
Call xl3659 for more information.

Sat., Feb. 8
3-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development
Center Seminar. African-American Women: A
Support Group for Sisters. 204 STU. Call
x 13266 for more information.

Wed., Feb. 5
8-10 a.m .: Johnson Center for Philanthrophy.
Nonprofit Executive Morning Series . Lake

11 a.m.: Indoor Track and Field at Saginaw
Valley, University Center.

Students Cara Terbrack and Aaron Velthouse
portray lovers Marenka and Jenik in GVSU
Opera Theater's 'The Bartered Bride,' which
runs February 7-9 at the Louis Armstrong
Theatre.

1 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Lake Superior State
University at Grand Valley.
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Lake Superior State
University at Grand Valley.

